
 

Meeting Date:  October 2, 2017 

Report No.  SUA-17-31  Agenda Item No. 2c 

Purpose: Expenditure Request for Milsoft Engineering Analysis Software/Service agreement 

Budget Impact: Funding for the software is available in the FY18 Electric Engineering operating budget.   

Prior Council Action or Part of an Approved Project: No      

Related Items: None 

Alternatives:  The Milsoft Engineering Analysis Software has been purchased and is currently in use.  If 
the additional expenditure for the service agreement is not approved, support could be limited and 
render the software inoperable or unavailable thus causing delays.  

Recommendation:  Staff recommends the Trustees authorize a sole source purchase for the 
software/service agreement with Milsoft Engineering in the amount of $55,200 and authorize 
expenditures up to $60,720 (includes a 10% contingency) . 

Prepared by:  Kyle Muret, Electric Chief Engineer 

Reviewed by:  Loren Smith, Electric Utility Director  

Reviewed by:  Dan Blankenship, Deputy City Manager 

Submitted by:  Norman McNickle, City Manager 

 

Background Information: In the past, Stillwater Electric Utility (SEU) staff evaluated the electric 
distribution system using manual processes. System planning and event analysis required time 
consuming complex manual calculations on a case-by-case basis. 

In FY17, SEU purchased Milsoft’s Engineering Analysis Software allowing staff the ability to model and 
analyze electric distribution networks.  The software increases efficiency allowing staff to plan, operate, 
and manage the system for maximum reliability, service quality, and safety at reduced operating/capital 
costs.   

As staff becomes more familiar with the new software, its primary uses will be for fuse coordination, 
optimal capacitor bank placement, and minimization of feeder line loss.  This will allow staff to better 



serve our customers by providing a more efficient and reliable system with a more uniform voltage 
profile. 

Milsoft Engineering is the only vendor that offers engineering analysis packages for small-to-medium 
size electric utilities, making this a sole source purchase. Milsoft serves a niche market of municipals and 
electric cooperatives.  They have built a good reputation within the industry and the software has 
integrated well with SEU’s existing GIS software. 

Original quotes for the purchase were $48,500 and were approved administratively.  After making the 
purchase, installation, and training, staff discovered they had not accounted for the support agreement, 
which added an additional $6,700.  This addition makes the total purchase price $55,200, which exceeds 
the administrative limit of $50,000 and requires Trustee approval. 

 


