
4th Quarter                 Fall 2021

 Stillwater Muse
DOCUMENTING THE PANDEMIC 
 
We are experiencing what (we hope) is no more than a once-in-a-hundred year 
event. It will be a long time before we can fully comprehend all that has  
happened and is happening during this pandemic. This has been a difficult,  
dramatic time for so many of us, for so many different reasons. We have lost 
loved ones, had our families torn apart, have struggled financially and  
emotionally. Some of us have been stressed by overwork; others by sudden 
 unemployment. We have had to shield from the outside world—or been  
reluctantly obliged to mix with it. 
 
Although each one of us has experienced the pandemic differently , we are going 
through it all together, and we will have this common bond moving forward.  
 
As with most major events such as this one, time can provide perspective 
which is why 10 and 20 and more years after a major event, we look back on 
the key aspects of that event. Your history museum is taking a proactive  
approach to documenting this event while it is happening. Recording people’s 
experiences during an event often results in quite different responses than 
asking people to recall an event 10 or more years after the event. Relevant 
local newspaper articles have been collected and organized in notebooks for 
easy access. Stillwater businesses are being contacted and asked to share 
quotes, objects, and photographs that represent their pandemic experiences. 
The museum will post survey questions on Facebook and Instagram and collect 
those responses. College students are among several age groups that will also 
be provided with an opportunity to respond. You are invited to participate as 
well—see page 3 for survey questions. 
 
The Museum’s purpose is two-fold: to add another dimension to the current 
COVID-19 exhibit on display and to document and archive people’s  
experiences for use in the future for a retrospect exhibit. The museum hopes to 
create a record of how the coronavirus and its many ripple effects had been  
experienced by our community. If you have objects you would like to share, 
please contact staff by calling 405-377-0359 or director@sheerarmuseum.org. 

 
Amelia Chamberlain, Director

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Stillwater Collects     2 
 

New Exhibits     2 
  
Continuing Exhibits     3 
 

Butterfly Reveal & Garden Update     3 
 

Grants, Fundraising, Help Needed     4 
 

Thank You Donors!     4 
 

Associate Members!     5 
 

Students & Volunteers, Sponsors     6 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Tuesday-Saturday 

11am-5pm 
 

Museum Closed 
Sundays, Mondays,  

& Holidays 
 

After hours tours are availabile  
by appointment 

 
DONATIONS APPRECIATED 

 
Call 405-377-0359 or email 
info@sheerarmuseum.org 
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S T I L L W A T E R  C O L L E C T S

 

EXHIBITS

September, October 
 
Louann O’Hara says that one  
reason she collects vintage 
 holiday decorations is because 
they evoke wonderful  
memories of trick‐or‐treating 

with cousins at her grandparents’ house.   
 
Her eclectic collection is mostly pre‐WWII, and has both 
handmade and commercial items. You won’t want to 
miss this spooky display! 

 
November, December 

Since 1934, Annalee has been creating collectible Santas 
in a variety of styles and sizes. Patty Armbruster started 

collecting the dolls in 1976. She bought her 
first Annalee, a Santa, at the OSU Student 
Union Candy Shop.  They must have had it 
“for sale” for several years, because the tag 
was dated 1963.  She loved that Santa and 
started looking for Annalee dolls in stores 
and antique shops.  Her mother‐in‐law gave 
her several Christmas Annalee dolls that she 

purchased from Dillard's Department store in Enid.  
 
Armbruster has dolls for all the major holi‐
days ... Christmas, Easter, Halloween, 
St. Patrick's Day and Fourth of July.   
She’s sure she has over 50 in her collection.   
 
Be sure to visit the museum to learn more 
about these collectibles!

 

NEW EXHIBITS 
 

Butterflies on Wings of Hope 
As you may recall from the last newsletter, the Stillwater 
History Museum at the Sheerar has been awarded its 
very own Wings of Hope butterfly (Thank you Dr. and 
Debbie Breedlove!) with a planned installation this  
October—see details on page 3). 
 
To continue building the excitement, the Museum will 
feature images of our second “flight” of 23 business  
butterflies opening October 14.  
 
Several display cases around the museum have been  
updated to include: 
 

OSU Homecoming 
In anticipation of the upcoming OSU Homecoming one 
of our temporary displays features an OSU band uni‐
form, sweater vest, and various memorabilia of past 
football games.  
 
A Museum of COVID 

 

The Stillwater History Museum is partnering with the  
Stillwater Public Library in its “National Endowment for 
the Arts (NEA) Big Read: Stillwater.” Survival and  
resilience will be explored through the book “Station 
Eleven” by Emily St. John Mandel. The shared  
community reading experience highlights the important 

message that mere survival is insufficient. Arts, reading, 
and community ties make survival worthwhile. One of 
the components of the storyline is a “Museum of  
Civilization.” The museum will mirror that in an exhibit 
that documents the COVID experience through a 
“Museum of COVID.” 
 

The series takes place October 2 through November 11. 
Registration for the “Read” is open both online and in 
the library. From the library’s website you can sign up for 
a book discussion to get a free copy of “Station 11” while 
supplies last. Inside of each book readers will find a half‐
sheet survey from the museum asking people to provide 
answers to a few questions to help us document the 
pandemic experience while it is fresh in people’s minds.   
 

The survey questions follow: 
1. How did the pandemic affect your decisions about 
work and career choices? 

2. How did your COVID beliefs about masks and  
vaccinations affect your relationships? 

3. What was a silver lining of the pandemic for you? 
4. What challenges did you face during the pandemic? 
5. How did you cope with the stress or boredom the  
pandemic created.  What activities helped you cope? 
We would appreciate our members participating in 
the survey by selecting one (or more) of the  
questions and responding in two or three sentences 
via email to director@sheerarmuseum.org or  
by mail to 702 South Duncan, Stillwater, 74074.
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CONTINUING EXHIBITS 
 

COVID 19: A Year in Review  
thru March 2022 
 

View a COVID‐19 timeline at the local, regional, national, 
and global levels to find out how the pandemic developed 
and impacted all of us over the past year. Share your 
memories and thoughts, post the name of someone you 
lost on our remembrance board, and share in some 
“mask” moments.  
 
Skyline Elementary School 50th Anniversary 
thru May 2022 
 

Memorabilia and more as Skyline 
Elementary celebrates its golden  
anniversary.  
 
 

EXHIBIT RECEPTION AND REVEAL 

Mark your calendars! 
 

On Thursday, October 14, starting at 5:30 p.m., we will 
launch a new flight of butterflies onto the exhibit walls 
inside the museum thanks to exhibit sponsors Cockrell 
Eyecare Center, Judy Hull at Edward D. Jones, Furniture 
Showcase, Hideaway Pizza, and the Houck Agency. 
 

The museum’s Wings of Hope butterfly will be revealed at 
6 p.m. and a winner for the small replica butterfly will be 
drawn from the “Black Swallowtail” donation level. 
 

Enjoy refreshments in the Heritage Garden, view the pro‐
gress on our butterfly’s new home, and come inside the 
museum to view 23 mostly business Wings of Hope but‐
terflies. And, you’ll have an opportunity to win either a  

t‐shirt or a cap with an image of the museum’s butterfly. 

BUTTERFLY GARDEN UPDATE 
 

We’re excited by the progress on the new museum’s 
Butterfly Garden as we prepare for the arrival of the  
museum’s Wings of Hope butterfly. Cathy Minnick at 
Cross Timbers Landscape submitted a concept for the 
garden (below) a couple of months ago, and work began 
not long after that. 

 

Cathy and Ed and their crew have a done a wonderful job 
of revitalizing the area in front of the museum.  Stop by 
and try out the pathway! Additional planting and a bench 
are still in the works.  

 

EXHIBITS & MORE



GRANTS 
The Stillwater History Museum was awarded a MAP I 
grant that began in April. Staff and Board completed an  
intensive questionnaire aimed at providing information to 
the visiting peer reviewer from the American Alliance of 
Museums (AAM). That document was submitted, and a 
peer reviewer was assigned. Amy David, a retired museum 
professional, will be visiting Stillwater on October 19‐21. 
During her stay she hopes to speak with a variety of 
people to assess the museum’s role in the community and 
more so that she can make recommendations about our 
next steps as an evolving organization.  
 
Have suggestions? The reviewer invites your comments 
and we would love your input. Ms. David will be  
participating in several sessions with Board and Staff on 
October 20, but will also be spending time looking at  
exhibits between 11 and noon and will be available to chat 
then.  
 
Once the peer reviewer has completed her visit, she will 
create a written report that will be given to Museum 
around January 2022. Board and Staff will review that  
report and make plans for implementing the  
recommendations. 

FUNDRAISING 
Our successful Butterfly Garden Fundraising Event raised 
$6,237.  Of the 52 donors, 21 “Black Swallowtail” donors 
are eligible for the small butterfly drawing that will take 
place at 6 p.m. on October 14 during our butterfly reveal 
and exhibit reception. It’s not too late to make a dona‐
tion if you have not yet done so!  
 

Did you know that you can claim a deduction of up to 
$300 for individuals for cash contributions made to qual‐
ifying charities like the Sheerar during 2021? The maxi‐
mum deduction is increased to $600 for married 
individuals filing joint returns. Your membership renewal 
counts toward this deduction as well! 
 

HELP NEEDED!  
Do you know how to sew? We’re in need of a few  
volunteers to help construct additional shoulder dust 
covers for our textile collection.  Made of 100% cotton 
muslin with only a couple of seams, these protectors 
help keep dust off our hanging clothing collection and 
provide a way to label each item with its accession 
number for ease in locating. If you are interested in  
helping with this project, call 405‐377‐0459 or email  
director@sheerarmuseum.org for more details.
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OTHER NEWS

Black Swallowtail 
Gladeen Allred 

Judi Baker 
Sally Banks 

Nancy and Jim Beckstrom 
Mary and Bill Bryans 
Dr. Maria  DiGregorio 
Alice and Joe Fowler 

Edward Noltensmeyer and 
 Carolyn Gang 

Lea and Stephen Gose 
Roger Gose 
Joan Hert 

Barbara and Kent Houck 
Billy McCollom and  

Ann Houston 
Judy Hull 

Bonnie and Kyle Kelty 
Velda and Michael Lorenz 
Carol and Robert Maciula 

Susan Matlock 

Karen Gallagher and  
Bob McCracken 

Carol Ann Powell 
Mike and Mary Woods 

Monarch 
Dianne and Walter Adams 
Annette and Rick Cowell 
Rodette and Rick Green 

Mahlon and Gene Halleck 
Ann and Jim Halligan 

Sandra and Tim Ireland 
Lynne Miller 

Jeri and Alan Seefeldt 
Tim Smalley 

Marsha and Richard Teague 
Lou and Wes Watkins 

Judy White 
 

Painted Lady 
Gerald Frank 

Perry Gethner 

Frances K. Griffin 
James Horn 

Ellen and Dale Ingram 
Patricia Jaynes 

Jo and Brian Kahn 
Kay Stewart 

Meredith Woodruff 
 

Viceroy 
Laura Arata 

Bob Chapman 
Jamie Moore and  

Kathy Holland 
Helen Jordan 

Evelyn Quillen and Phil Kenkel 
Judy Nelson 

Jodelle and Jack Stout 
Gayle and Pat Ward 

Rosalyn Weston 
Sharon and Gary Wright

THANK YOU BUTTERFLY DONORS!
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STAKEHOLDER ($5,000‐$10,000)  
Debbie and Robert Breedlove 
Harriett and Gerald Thuesen 

 
UNDERWRITER ($2,500‐$4,999) 

Ruth Sturgeon 
  

PATRON ($1,000‐$2,499) 
Gladeen Allred 

Patty and Steve Armbruster 
Pat Winborn  

 
BENEFACTOR ($500‐$999)  

Judi Baker 
Nancy and Jim Beckstrom 

Pat and Kathy Dorr 
Rodette and Rick Green 

Marilyn and Richard Heath 
Judy Hull 

Caroline and John Linehan 
 

DONOR ($100‐$499) 
Dianne and Walter Adams 

Nancy Andrews 
Calvin and Linda Anthony 

Laura Arata 
Sally Banks 

Larry and Barbara Bellatti 
Bill Bernhardt 

Ann and Jim Berry 
Loretta and Dennis  Bertholf 

Fern Bowling 
Mary and Bill Bryans 

Mary Cathey 
Amelia and Lee Chamberlain 

Jane and Gary Clark 
Roy and Debbie Dean 
Scott and Karen Dean 

Ann Simma Decker 
Marti Dermer 

Jonathan Drummond 
Jane and Sam Earnest 

Ann Enix 
Margaret Ewing 

Malinda and Dick Fischer 
Donna and Dale Folger 

Gerald Frank 
Edward Noltensmeyer & Carolyn Gang 

Jennifer and Allen Glenn 
Lea and Stephen Gose 

Mahlon and Gene Halleck 
Ann and Jim Halligan 

Nelda and Kenneth Helt 
Joan Hert 

Judy and Larry Hoberock 
Jill Holmes 

Gerald & Chris Horn 
Ellen and Dale Ingram 

Sandra and Tim Ireland 
Phyllis Luebke 

Carol and Robert Maciula 
Susan Matlock 

Billy McCollom and Ann Houston 
Martha and Roger McMillian 

Elfriede Miller 
Lynne and Stephen Miller 

Earl Mitchell 
Charles Moore 

Sue Moore 
Ava and Lynn Osborn 

David Peters 
Carolyn Meyer and Kel Pickens 

Jan and Eddie Polk 
John Pollock 

Carol Ann Powell 
Nani Pybus 

Judy Ringwall 
Gayle and Rob Robinson 

Candace and Hunter Robinson 
Matthew Schauer 

Sharon and Roy Scott 
John Sheerar 

Leanita Shelby 
Surekha Sheorey 
James Showalter 

Tim Smalley 
Kay and Ray Smith 

Carol A. Solick  
Vickie Sturgeon 
Leva Kay Swim 

Cat and Bill Thompson 
Judie and Bill Varnum 
Lou and Wes Watkins 

Grace and Bob Wettemann 
Judy White 

Keith and Dolores Willett 
Mike and Mary Woods 

Gary and Sharon Wright 
Sue and Robert Wright 

 
SUSTAINER ($50‐$99) 

Linda Bentley 
Nan and Baker Bokorney 
Diane and Walter Coffey 
Elizabeth and Dennis Cyr 

Tabitha Doescher and Joshua Weiner  
Nancy and Dale Durham 

Nancy and Gary N. Franklin 
Stephanie and Roger Fry 

Mary Frye 
Nancy and Richard Giles 

Frances K. Griffin 
Carol and Charles Headrick 

Lynda Hillier 
Deanna Homer 

James Horn 
Steve and Becky James 

Patricia Jaynes 
Kay Keys 

Becky Ladewig 
Terry  Melendez 

Barbara and Darrel Overholt 
Doug Starchman Peak Pest Services, LLC 

Mary Kaye  Rogers 
Kay Stewart 

Toni and Bill Stone 
Betty and Larry Tower 

Gayle and Pat Ward 
 

SUPPORTER ($25‐$49) 
John Bush 

Bob Chapman 
Janet and Martin Hagan 

Jody and Vic Hayes 
Cheryl and Jeffrey Lee 
Elizabeth Anne Matoy 

Beverly and Larry Perkins 
Bonnie and Bruce Petty 
Betty and Al Rutledge 

Marsha and Richard Teague 
Rebecca te Velde 

 

INDIVIDUAL ($15‐$24) 
Kay Lewter 

 
names updated as of 7/20/21

PLANNED GIVING  
The Stillwater History Museum at the Sheerar museum has BOTH 

investment funds and an endowment to help protect the future of the organization. 
You can help ensure that future by remembering the Museum in your will and trusts.

 

A S S O C I A T E  M E M B E R S



STILLWATER MUSEUM ASSOCIATION 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

702 S. Duncan Street 
Stillwater, OK 74074 
405-377-0359 
info@sheerarmuseum.org

The Museum’s mission is to present to the public  
the history and culture of Stillwater  

through all effective means.

 
 

THANK YOU CORPORATE SPONSORS! 

Community Partners 
City of Stillwater 

Rotary Clubs of Stillwater 
Frontier Masonic Lodge #48 

 

qr 

Gold 
Bonnie and Kyle Kelty, B & L Heat & Air 
Maria DiGregorio, Baker Animal Clinic 

Stephen Gose & Associates 
Hostbridge Technology, LLC 

Houck Agency 
Steve Norman, Edward Jones 

Candace Robinson, Farmers Insurance 
Simmons Bank 

 

qr 

Silver 
Falco Alarm Company 

Favco Electric 
Stillwater Building Center 

 

qr

 

S T U D E N T S  &  V O L U N T E E R S  

Work Study students Lara Horinek and Chauntal Dudley 
(right) have started off the semester working on two  
projects. Lara interviewed Jim Irwin, 
owner of Irwin Custom Signs  
(previously Stillwater Custom Signs). 
about his photograph collection of 
signs spanning approximately 20 years 
(1965-1985). Chauntal kept busy  
scanning blueprints from the museum’s 
collection to make them available digitally. 
 

Volunteer Juthi Ghosh continues rehousing archival  
materials and entering data into PastPerfect. 
 

Grant-funded staff have been working on special projects. 
Katelyn Frye completed her work on the 
museum’s textile collection in July with 
the assistance of Lara Horinek. The next 
part of the grant project will be con-
tinued by Dalton Meeks (at right and 
starting on the shoe collection) and 
Destyni Dorsey (starting on the hat col-
lection)—both are OSU public history 
students.


