
  

REPORT TO: CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING DATE:  SEPTEMBER 20, 2021 

 

Agenda Item:  7a. CC-21-182 

Background / Issue:    In partnership with the Arts & Humanities Council of 
Stillwater, a search committee comprised of 12 diverse 
people was developed with the goal of reimagining the 
corner of 6th Avenue and Western Road through a 
Gateway Project.  

 

 A RFP was released widely in June 2021 and closed on 
August 1. The RFP included the deed restrictions for the 
corner that was donated to the City by Dr. Jon Patton, 
which requires a “simple monument-style sign bearing 
the inscription ‘Welcome to Stillwater’ or a similar 
message on the property”.  

 

 The search committee received 16 proposals from 12 
different artists across the globe. Search committee 
members reviewed each proposal individually using a 
rubric and then met to narrow down the art proposals 
to the top 3.  
 

 The top 3 proposals were:  
 Community Circle 
 Interlaced  
 All Together 

 

 The next phase included feedback from community 
members. Sculpture renderings and artist statements 
were posted at the library for people to vote in person.  
 

 140 votes were received and 60.7% of them chose 
sculpture 2. An online survey went out and 1082 votes 
were received. 69.7% of people chose sculpture 2.  

 
Proposal/Solution:  The selection committee is comprised of four people: 

 City Manager Norman McNickle  
 Rebecca Brienen, President of Arts & 

Humanities Council of Stillwater 



 Kristine Waits, Community member 
  Barry Patton, Patton family member  

 

 The selection committee reviewed the search 
committee recommendation and the results of the 
community member survey, and agreed that based on 
the feedback, sculpture 2 is the best option for the 6th 
Avenue and Western Road corner.  

 
Financial Impact/Funding Source(s):  The Arts & Humanities Council of Stillwater has raised 

$35,000 of the $55,000 needed for the sculpture and 
are continuing their fundraising efforts.  

 
Strategic Plan Alignment: #5 Unique Culture: To cultivate partnerships that enhance the 

unique culture of Stillwater with equal access to services and 
amenities, strong and connected neighborhoods, and a thriving 
economy and business atmosphere. 
 
#6 Engaged & Invested Residents: To encourage participation 
and an understanding of government through outreach and 
inclusiveness initiatives that inspire trust, confidence, and 
ownership of local government.  
 

Recommended Action/Motion: Motion to accept the recommendation of the selection 
committee of Interlaced (sculpture 2), which will become a 
gateway piece on the corner of 6th Avenue and Western Road.  
  

Prepared By: Becky Taylor, Chief Civic Innovation Officer 

Reviewed By:   Patti Osmus, Assistant to the City Manager 

Submitted By:   Norman McNickle, City Manager 

Attachment(s): Patton Donation Deed Restrictions 
Final Sculptures and Artist Statements 
Public Art Survey 
Gateway Project: Public Art presentation 

 


