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LET'S 

DISCUSS 

THIS 

YEAR 

1We decided early on in the pandemic to whole heartedly embrace virtual learning 

and re-imagine the arts classroom in this new context. We have consistently favored 

the use of a live, synchronous learning environment in our virtual programming in 

order to foster a sense of community and connectedness.

We re-envisioned our website as an alternative "location" for arts education. This 

effort includes our Creative Classroom, a library of over 75 art prompts and simple 

how-to videos, and our Parent Teacher Resources Page, a monthly feature that 

highlights a successful lesson plan from our archives that includes enough detail, 

context, and resources that it could easily be executed at home or in the classroom.

We developed pathways for for our organization to extend out into the community 

beyond the virtual realm. Examples of this effort include our Porch Portraits project, 

a documentation of the early days of the pandemic, and our to-go Community Art 

Kits that are available for free at the art center and at Our Daily Bread once a month.
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LOOK

AT 

THESE 

EXAM-

PLES

Outreach 

Virtual Art 
Academy

Porch Portraits

Website as Alternative 
“Location” 



CREATIVE 

CLASSROM 

These activities can support 
home-schooling efforts, as well 
as provide ideas for engaging the 
whole family creatively at home.

A library of over 75 creative 
prompts and videos 



Got a tinkering type in the family? A little person who likes knobs and screws and wires? These tin box 

bots are a perfect project for them! Clean out junk drawers and tool boxes to find all the odd bits and 

parts. Pro tip: if you want your bot to stand, make sure and choose substantial legs and position and glue 

the box toward the back to account for the lean of the lid.

Tin Box Bot 

WATCH

THIS

VIDEO



Despite all the zoom meetings and 
having to wear masks, we have still 
managed to have a lot of fun this year!

FUN

FACTS



Porch Portraits taken during
shutdown.  

44 

PORCH

PORTRAITS

https://artscenter.okstate.edu/activities/porch-portraits/porch-portraits-gallery
https://artscenter.okstate.edu/activities/porch-portraits/porch-portraits-gallery


We hosted 80 classes over Zoom 

this year! This included 6 weeks of 

summer camp, 5 sessions of Art 

Academy, monthly Mya's Promise 

classes, and holiday workshops.

80 ZOOM CLASSES

Each month beginning in October of 

last year, we have hosted a free art 

making event for the community. 

200 ART MAKERS AT 
OUR FREE 
COMMUNITY ART 
EVENTS

We offered free art kits for pick up at 

the center during several holidays 

including Halloween, Christmas, and 

Valentine's Day.

150 FREE ART KITS 
DISTRIBUTED

This year we hosted 4 POP UP Art 

Shops with a total of 91 artist 

booths. We also started single 

artist pop ups during the summer 

on Saturdays in conjunction with 

Farmer's Market. 

4 OUTDOOR POP 
UP ART SHOPS



Hours with our Art Partners. 173



NEW 

PROGRAMING & 

PARTNERSHIPS 

This crazy year didn't stop us from 
creating new programming and forming 
new and valuable partnerships! 

MINDFUL MOVEMENT 

OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

PAYNE COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

PARENT AND TEACHER RESOURCES 

JEWELRY TRAINING FOR INSTRUCTORS 

PRAIRIE ARTS INSTITUTE 



LOOKING 

AHEAD 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMMING
This fall, a group of area high school students will work together with the 

Prairie Arts Center staff to create a themed group exhibition of regional 

student artwork.

1

ART ADVENTURES 
Art Adventures will provide community members and staff the 

opportunity to get out of town and explore the creative spaces across 

Oklahoma. 

2

PRINT MAKING AND JEWELRY 
OPEN STUDIO TIMES
We will be opening up two studio spaces for open studio time, one for 

Jewelry and one for Print Making.

3

Just a few things we are looking forward 

to doing in the future. There is always 

more ways to come together and create. 



When I moved to Stillwater last July during the pandemic I was so relieved to find the Prairie Arts Center as a safe 

space for me to engage in art and to find a sense of community as a new person in town. I signed up for an intro to 

hand building ceramics class, not ever having experienced it before, and instantly fell in love with the craft and the 

community at the PAC. Since then I have become a "regular" and enjoy having a space away from the home to relax, 

create, and connect. The PAC has become my favorite space in Stillwater! - Kelly B., amateur ceramicist 

Pottery Student 

FROM 

OUR 

MEMBERS

Speaking as both a parent and a professional 

artist, I have been so impressed with Prairie Arts 

Center. The online art academy they have offered 

this past year has been so fun and engaging for 

my 9 year old son that we’re going to drive up 

from Oklahoma City for two weeks of art camp 

there this summer. The facilities and the variety 

of classes offered are really top notch and 

something Stillwater should be proud of. In OKC, 

only Oklahoma Contemporary has a comparable 

setup.

Parent and Professional Artist

E: "Art Academy is so fun, I always 

look forward to it so much!

E: " Jen gives us a lot of flexibility so 

that we can add in our favorite 

things even if the project wasn't 

really about that."

E: "I never knew how many things 

you could do at home with just a 

few supplies."

Virtual Art 
Academy Student 



Art Academy Student 

WATCH

THIS

VIDEO



THANK YOU 

CITY OF STILLWATER!



ANY 

QUESTIONS?

DO YOU HAVE


