
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, on October 27, 2020 at approximately 7:30 p.m., Stillwater Fire Department 

responded to 1502 E. Wilham Drive for a possible house fire; and, 

WHEREAS, in route to the fire, firefighters were advised there were possibly two occupants 

trapped in the structure; and, 

WHEREAS, when Battalion Chief McGuire arrived, there was heavy smoke coming from the eaves 

and vents around the house with the back of the structure fully involved with fire; and, 

WHEREAS, the crew of Truck 3 immediately went into search and rescue operations and Captain 

Connelly of Truck 3 was alerted by two occupants that a person was trapped in a room on the west 

side of the structure with heavy smoke coming from the window; and 

WHEREAS, Truck 3 deployed the pre-connected attack line and Captain Connelly attempted to 

enter the window to locate the victim but was unsuccessful due to heavy smoke conditions. With fire 

advancing and conditions worsening, the decision was made to enter the structure with an attack 

line to attempt to locate and rescue the victim; and, 

WHEREAS, Truck 1 arrived to assist with search and rescue and was directed to the same west 

window. Truck 1 crew member Firefighter Altamirano entered the window but was unable to locate 

the victim due to heavy smoke conditions;  and,  

WHEREAS, without hesitation, Firefighter Stafford entered the window for another attempt. 

Firefighter Stafford was able to locate the victim under a chair,  he was then able to lift the victim 

out the window to other Truck 1 crew members who subsequently loaded the victim to an awaiting 

ambulance; and, 

WHEREAS, the selfless actions of Stillwater Firefighters afforded the victim the best opportunity 

for survival;  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, William H. Joyce, Mayor of the City of Stillwater, on behalf of the City 

Council and citizens of the City of Stillwater, hereby recognize the heroic efforts of Firefighter 

Sonny Stafford, Firefighter Erving Altamirano and the crew members of Truck 3, Truck 1, Engine 

1, Engine 2, and Battalion 1 on October 27, 2020 and offer them our sincere thanks. 

 

           

      WILLIAM H. JOYCE, MAYOR   

ATTEST:       

   TERESA KADAVY, CITY CLERK 
   

 

     


