
  

REPORT TO: CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING DATE: APRIL 5, 2021 

 

 

Agenda Item:  9c. CC-21-57 

Prior Council Action/Related Items:      Auditor Engagement Report - May 7, 2018 

Background / Issue:    The City of Stillwater solicits proposals for audit services 
every three years with annual review by the City’s Audit 
Committee and the City Council.  

 The firm of BT&Co of Topeka, Kansas had the successful 
proposal in FY18 and the firm completed the first year 
of the 3-year engagement that same year.  

 The audit of FY20 was the third year of the 3-year 
engagement, which would normally necessitate the 
solicitation of proposals in the spring of 2021. This is 
BT&Co’s third 3-year engagement with the City.  

 

 Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, many audit firms, 
including BT&Co, quickly transitioned in 2020 to a 
substantially remote audit environment with minimal 
days on site at client offices.  

 Because of the City’s experience with BT&Co, this was 
nearly a seamless process. Engaging with a new audit 
firm amidst the COVID-19 pandemic while firms are 
continuing to refine their remote procedures could be 
problematic. 

 

 The City has encountered no obstacles or difficulties 
with BT&Co. The firm is timely with all information 
requests and communicates regularly with City staff. No 
additional fees have been incurred on the audits 
performed by BT&Co, and all deadlines have been met. 
All audits are reviewed by the City’s Audit Committee.  

 
Proposal/Solution:  Knowing that the COVID-19 pandemic will likely not be 

over once FY21 audit work commences in June 2021, 
that a remote work environment will likely be standard 
practice by most audit firms again in 2021, and that 
bringing a new audit firm to the City under a remote 

http://stillwater.org/files/agenda/city-council/2018/050718/CC-18-45-Auditor-Selection.pdf


audit model could be problematic for both the audit 
firm’s staff and City staff, the City’s Audit Committee 
recognizes benefit in extending the audit engagement 
with BT&Co by 1-year.  

 
Financial Impact/Funding Source(s):  The FY21 audit fees are $63,500 and include an audit of 

all funds of the City and related trust authorities, an 
audit of grant funds and a Passenger Facility Charge 
audit as required by the Federal Aviation 
Administration.  

 

 This item will have no impact on the FY22 budget as the 
City has an audit performed every year and sufficient 
funds are included in the proposed FY22 budget. 

 
Related Strategic Priority: #1 Effective Services & Accountable Government: To provide 

effective services and accountable government for all citizens 
by practicing fiscal responsibility, transparency and outstanding 
customer service. 
 

Recommended Action/Motion:  Motion to approve the Audit Committee’s 
recommendation that BT&Co be engaged to perform 
the audit for the City of Stillwater and related Trust 
Authorities for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.    

 
Prepared By: Christy Cluck, Finance Director 

Reviewed By:   Melissa Reames, Deputy City Manager 

Submitted By:   Norman McNickle, City Manager 

Attachment(s): Audit Committee Minutes for December 7, 2020  
 


