
 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OKLAHOMA OPEN MEETING LAW, THE AGENDA  
WAS POSTED JANUARY 5, 2018 AT 3:55 P.M. AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING,  

723 SOUTH LEWIS, STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA 
 

MINUTES 
STILLWATER CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING 
COUNCIL HEARING ROOM 

723 S. LEWIS 
JANUARY 9, 2018 

 
PRESENT: MAYOR GINA J. NOBLE, VICE MAYOR PAT DARLINGTON, 

COUNCILORS ALANE ZANNOTTI, WILLIAM JOYCE AND JOHN WEDLAKE 
ABSENT: NONE 
 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Noble called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
2. GENERAL ORDERS 
 

a. Presentation by Block 34 Task Force pursuant to Resolution No. CC-2017-11 

Members of the Block 34 Task Force are Jim Beckstrom, Vicky Berry, Kevin Fowler, Ariel Ross and 
Russ Teubner.  Mr. Beckstrom shared that the task force has held twelve meetings to date, the first 
meeting being held on September 23, 2017.  Public comments were welcomed in all the meetings.  
Resources utilized were the citizens of Stillwater; previous studies, plans and designs; local and 
regional subject matter experts; and City staff.  Mr. Beckstrom shared the vision, mission, values and 
goals of the task force. 
 
Vision—Provide a public space that captures the cultural heart and soul of our community and region 
while respecting our rugged spirit of inspiration and inclusivity. 
 
Mission—To recommend a plan of action to the City Council that results in Block 34 being a 
community space that is functional, affordable and sustainable. 
 
Values—Inspiration, innovation, inclusivity, social responsibility and fiscal responsibility. 
 
Goals— 

 Improve the quality of life in Stillwater 

 Enhance the economic development potential of Stillwater 

 Form a visual and functional connection, a link, between Main Street and Duck Street 

 Instill in citizens a sense of pride 

 Foster sustainability 

 Ensure accessibility for all citizens 

 Integrate and balance Block 34 within the larger downtown context 

 Create a strong sense of place, a “living room” 

 Offer flexibility for a wide variety of events and activities 

 Use Block 34 to “connect the cultural dots” in the downtown area. 
 
Major components of the plan include green space, market hall, hospitality, food vendors and a 
performance stage.  Energy and natural resources to be utilized are natural gas, wind, solar, water and 
ground source systems. 



 
Members of the task force shared the vision for the project: 
 
 Ariel Ross—greenspace and exterior landscaping 
 Vicky Berry—aesthetics, market hall and sculptural elements 
 Russ Teubner—performance stage and cultural district integration 
 Jim Beckstrom—energy systems 
 Kevin Fowler—funding  
 
Mr. Fowler identified potential funding sources for the project: 
 
 Planning Phase—City of Stillwater and grants 
 Building Phase—TIF, grants, private equity and traditional debt 
 Operational Phase—income from lease/rental of the market hall space; venue rental; sales tax 
 from on-block activities; Visit Stillwater and others; in kind; grants; and philanthropy. 
 
Mr. Beckstrom shared the cost range for each element identified in the concept: 
 
 Market Hall Structure:  $4 - $8 million 
 Market Hall Hospitality:  Private Build Out 
 Market Hall Energy/HVAC System:  $1 - $2 million 
 Performance Stage: $0.5 - $2 million 
 Landscaping/Play Space:  $0.5 - $1 million 
 Other Support Infrastructure:  $0.5 - $1 million 
 
The Block 34 Task Force’s implementation recommendation was to approve and/or amend the task 
force’s work to date.  The task force asked for an expansion of the original charge, as they do not 
believe their task is complete.  The task force would like to: 
 

 Allow the current members to continue as a task force and propose an implementation plan 

 Fund the task force activities as appropriate 

 Devote City staff to support task force efforts and explore future operational structures 

 Propose and execute an RFQ/RFP process to select an architectural firm to take the 
conceptual plan from design to construction documents 

 Create a “pitch book” for the purpose of recruiting hospitality vendors and funding partnerships 

 Empower the task force to actively seek grant and other funding to facilitate the design phase 

 Allow the task force to form working teams as needs are identified 

 Evaluate project management requirements and recommend resources as appropriate. 
 
Discussion was held as to when the City would be expected to contribute funds.  City Manager 
Norman McNickle stated that there is work ongoing to provide additional parking downtown.  City 
Council expressed support for the work performed by the task force and directed City Attorney John 
Dorman to prepare a resolution for the next available meeting to allow the task force to continue the 
work they have begun. 
 
3. ADJOURN 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILOR JOYCE, SECOND BY COUNCILOR WEDLAKE TO ADJOURN THE 
JANUARY 9, 2018 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE STILLWATER CITY COUNCIL. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  NOBLE-YEA, DARLINGTON-YEA, ZANNOTTI-YEA, JOYCE-YEA, WEDLAKE-
YEA.  NAY-NONE.  MOTION CARRIED WITH FIVE YEA VOTES. 
 



 
The January 9, 2018 meeting of the Stillwater City Council adjourned at 6:39 p.m.  
 
 
 
___________________________________ _____________________________ 
GINA J. NOBLE, MAYOR ELIZABETH CHRZ 
STILLWATER CITY COUNCIL CITY CLERK 
 


