
 
Building Trades Board 

 
Date of Meeting:   January 26, 2016 
  
Subject: Sediment Trap Installation Method, 2009 IRC G2419.4 (408.4), Fuel Gas 
 
Purpose of Report:  To review the Sediment Trap Installation Methods, 2009 IRC G2419.4 (408.4) and 
determine if one method is preferred. 
 
Discussion:  Section G2419 (408) of the 2009 IRC sets fort h the requirements for drips and sloped piping.  Since 
the gas supplied for the Stillwater area is a dry gas, the applicable section is G2419.4 (408.4) Sediment Traps.  
 
Through the installation of sediment traps, it is discovered that the IRC allows two methods, one of which is 
categorized as “relatively ineffective”.  Each of these methods is discussed in the commentary which specifically 
states that the ineffective sediment trap is not expressly prohibited.  Sediment traps are necessary to protect 
appliance gas controls from the dirt, soil, pipe chips, etc that enter the piping during installation and repairs and 
are designed to cause gas flow to change direction 90 degrees at the sediment collection point causing the 
contaminants to drop out of the gas flow. 
 
No instances of damage to appliances from sediment in the gas flow have been brought to the City’s attention.  
Staff recognizes both of the installation methods and recommends the method as shown in Figure G2419.4(1). 
 
Any change to the adopted language must first be evaluated by the Building Trades Board and a 
recommendation sent forward to the City Council for action. 
 
Alternatives: The following alternatives are available to the Building Trades Board: 

1. Find that both installation methods remain viable and take no action. 
2. Find that the staff recommended installation method is preferred and recommend that single 

installation method as a text amendment to the City Council. 
  
 
Prepared by: Paula J. Dennison, Development Services Director 
Date of Preparation: January 19, 2016 
 
Attachments: 2009 IRC G2419.4 (408.4) Sediment Trap Code & Commentary 

Figure G2419.4(1) Sediment Trap 
Figure G2419.4(2) Relatively Ineffective Sediment Trap Configuration 

 






