
PROJECT  /  Alpha Delta Pi AO Chapter House 
PROJECT No.  / H060916 
LOCATION  /    1309 W. University Ave, Stillwater, Oklahoma 
DATE  /    1/8/19 

Description of Variance Request 

The AO Chapter of Alpha Delta Pi is requesting a variance to the following sections of Stillwater City Code. 

Sect 23-141.-RMU (Multi-Family Urban) District 

1. (d), (1)
2. (d), (2), a., 1.

Reasons for Variance Request 

- The AO Chapter of ADPi has been located at this site, next to the OSU campus, for decades and 
the ADPi house has become a historic fixture of the Greek Community at this location.  The 
Chapter desires to maintain their historic location while rebuilding a newer, larger house to be 
competitive with the other new Greek Houses throughout the Greek District.   

1. The habitable portion of the new structure does not reach beyond the 50 foot height limit restriction
set above the 1st floor Finish Floor of the RMU district.

a. There will be an architectural cupola that will reach approximately 12’-0” above this 50 foot
restriction.

b. The existing ADPi house was capped with a cupola which led to the addition of the
architectural cupola on the new structure.

c. Similar new structures within the Greek District have been permitted to extend beyond the 50
foot height limit restriction

2. The habitable portion of the new structure will need to extend beyond the 20 foot front yard setback
facing Garfield Street.

a. Due to the size of the lot located within an older area of Stillwater, the front yard setback along
Garfield Street is limiting to the site.

b. Due to the size/density of several of the newer Greek Houses within the Greek District and
their allowance to encroach upon front yard setbacks, ADPi is requesting similar variance.

c. ADPi is requesting that the habitable portion of the structure be allowed to extend 9’-0” into
the front yard setback along Garfield Street.

i. This allows ADPi to have a driveway along the interior portion of the lot that leads to a
elevator that provides vertical access/ADA access to all floors of the structure.

ii. This allows ADPi to have an interior inclined walkway (ADA access) to the front
porch/main entry of the structure.

iii. This allows ADPi to have minimal parking, including ADA Parking, parking for the
house director, and minimal other parking spaces, along the interior portion of the lot
and nearest to the accessible features of the structure.
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d. ADPi is requesting that an architectural door cover be allowed to extend 5’-0” beyond the 
exterior face of the habitable portion of the structure, into the front yard setback along Garfield 
Street. 

i. There will be no vertical support for this structure, it will be supported off of the 
structure of the habitable portion of the building. 

ii. This door cover provides weather protection for the door below it. 
 
Statutes for Granting of Variances 
 

1. Hardships 
a. Height Restriction hardship: Due to the size of the site and the need of the chapter to add 

rooms to remain competitive with the other Greek institutions, the new chapter house had to 
grow vertically.  The habitable portion of the structure maximizes the 50 foot height restriction.  
The cupola, which would extend beyond that 50 foot height restriction, is a historic feature if 
the existing ADPi house and a desired feature to cap the new house. 

b. Front yard setback hardship:  Due to the size of the site and the need for the Chapter to grow 
to remain competitive with the other Greek institutions, along with the desire to provide interior 
lot, protected ADA features, the front year setback from Garfield Street would create an 
unnecessary hardship on the ability for the Chapter to construct their new house. 

2. The existing site of the ADPi Chapter house is located in an older area of Stillwater and is limited in 
size.  The site is also bound on all four sides by streets and other existing structures.  The setbacks 
further limit the site.  Due to these reasons, the ability for the Chapter to redevelop the site to remain 
competitive with the other Greek institutions has been extremely limited.  Granting of these variances 
would significantly enhance the Chapter’s ability to develop this site and remain competitive among 
the other Greek institutions on campus. 

3. If granted, the requested variances would not cause substantial detriment to the public good, or 
impair the purposes and intent of the ordinance or the Comprehensive Plan.  

4. If granted, the requested variances would alleviate the unnecessary hardship on the AO Chapter of 
ADPi and allow the development of the new chapter house on their existing site. 

 
 
 


