
 
 

SPONSORSHIP AND NAMING RIGHTS POLICY 
BLOCK 34 TRUST, STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA 

 
Purpose: 
This Sponsorship and Naming Rights Policy (“Policy”) establishes the formal procedure and criteria for receipt / 
solicitation / selection of and agreements with persons or entities for Sponsorships, Co-Sponsorships, Donations, 
Marketing Arrangements, or Naming Rights of Block 34 facilities, items, events and activities.  The Block 34 Trust 
(“Trust”) establishes this Sponsorship and Naming Rights Policy to 1) give opportunity for valuable public and 
private support to important Block 34 programs, facilities, services, items, events and activities for the benefit of 
the public, visitors, investors, operators, and Stillwater, and 2) encourage partnerships between the Trust and 
other public and private entities to ensure actions and activities are consistent with and appropriate for the 
vision and mission of Block 34 and the Trust.  It is recognized that a sponsor is not limited to an individual/s, 
business, corporation, or legal entity. 
 
Policy Guide: 
This Policy shall: 

 Establish consistent procedures and practices for receipt or solicitation of Sponsorships, Co-
Sponsorships, Donations, Marketing Arrangements, and Naming Rights. 

 Encourage sponsorship opportunities that generate revenue in support of facilities, items, events and 
activities of and on Block 34. 

 Develop public and private partnerships to provide facilities, items, events, activities, marketing, 
operations and maintenance of and on Block 34. 

 Ensure all sponsorships safeguard the City’s assets and interests, safeguard the investment of private 
assets and interests, support the mission and vision of the Trust, remain responsive to the community 
and to the public’s needs and values. 

 Provide a framework within which requests to name facilities are considered and evaluated. 

 Establish the open and transparent means of soliciting and receiving sponsorships of any kind or of any 
value. 

 
Scope: 
Solicited, un-solicited, and naming rights requests shall be in furtherance of the needs of Block 34 and the Trust 
and shall be conducted in accordance with this Policy.  Any requests or actions outside the scope of this Policy 
may be considered, upon written request, by the Block 34 Trust and the Stillwater City Council. 
 
Definitions: 
 
Bequest is a gift or contribution of cash, goods or services given voluntarily and expressed in writing through a 
will or other testamentary document. 
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Co-Sponsorship is participation through funding, staff coordination, technical assistance, or other means in an 
event that is provided by another entity and that is closely aligned with or furthers a core Block 34 program or 
service. Co-Sponsorship also includes the joint participation of two or more businesses or entities in sponsorship 
opportunities.  
 
Donation is a gift or contribution of cash, goods or services given voluntarily toward an event, project, program 
or asset where no reciprocal commercial benefit is given or expected.  
 
Facility is any building, structure, art piece, natural feature, recreational facility, area, theme, specific item or 
other like facility.  
 
Naming Rights is the naming of a Facility, whether in whole or in part, located within the boundaries of Block 34.  
Portions of a Facility may have names other than that of the entire facility and features may be dedicated to or 
in honor of a person subject to the provisions of this Policy.  
 
In-Kind contribution is a contribution received in the form of goods and/or services rather than cash. 
 
Marketing Arrangement is a mutually beneficial arrangement between the Trust and a third party wherein the 
third party provides cash and/or in-kind services in return for access to the commercial marketing potential 
associated with Block 34. Marketing Arrangement shall also include website, newspaper, social media 
arrangements. 
 
Sponsorship is any form of giving through marketing support, payment of, maintenance of, operation of, cash 
gift, donation, bequeath, endowment, and the like. 
 
Standards of Responsibility are specific standards used in the consideration of prospective sponsorships and 
include whether a prospective sponsor: 

 Has available or the ability to obtain the appropriate financial, material, equipment, facility, personnel 
resources, and expertise necessary to indicate its capability to meet all contractual requirements; 

 Is able to comply with required or proposed delivery or performance scheduling; 

 Has a satisfactory record of performance; 

 Has a satisfactory record of integrity, business ethics, and transparency; 

 Is qualified legally to conduct business in Oklahoma and with the Trust. 
 
Restrictions: 
Potential sponsors are restricted from: 

 Manufacturing, advertising, selling illegal products; 

 Being involved in an active lawsuit with the City of Stillwater, Oklahoma or with the Trust; 

 Conflicts of interest;  

 Any arrangement or agreement that has the appearance of impropriety. 
 
Procedures: 
The procedures for approval of any arrangement are divided into two separate sections: Sponsorships and 
Naming Rights.  These procedures shall be followed with no deviation. 
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Sponsorship Procedure. 
1. Prepare a Proposal. The potential sponsor shall submit a proposal setting forth the scope of the 

sponsorship request, a description of the community benefit, the financial schedule and estimated value 
of the sponsorship, the means of recognition, a general marketing strategy and needs, and any 
additional information for consideration of the request. 

2. Evaluation. The Trust shall review and evaluate all sponsorship submittals and shall act on each 
submittal in a Block 34 Trust meeting. The submittals will be reviewed against criteria including, but not 
limited to: 

a. Consistency of the prospective sponsor’s products, customers and promotional goals with the 
Block 34 and Trust character, values and service priorities; 

b. Demonstration of prospective sponsor’s participation and association with community projects, 
events and sponsorships in or outside of Stillwater, Oklahoma; 

c. Commitment to the operating and maintenance of the sponsored facility, structure, building, 
item, area; 

d. Demonstration of successful environmental stewardship; 
e. Commitment to valuing and encouraging diversity. 

3. City Council Participation and Approval. For any fee waivers or any financial participation of any kind by 
the City, the Agreement shall be presented by the Trust to the City Council for approval. 

4. Development Agreement. The Trust shall prepare an agreement consistent with all applicable codes, 
policies and ordinances of the City of Stillwater, Oklahoma.  The Agreement shall outline the full 
sponsorship arrangement as approved by the Trust and the Stillwater City Council. 

 
Naming Rights Procedure. 

1. The potential sponsor shall complete the Naming Rights Request Form and present it to the Trust. 
2. The request will be reviewed by the Trust according to the Naming Rights Criteria. 
3. Upon review by the Trust, a recommendation shall be presented to the City Council for approval of the 

Naming Rights request. 
4. The recommendation from the Trust shall include a Naming Rights Agreement setting forth the request 

and the evaluation by the Trust. 
5. Once a name is approved by the City Council, no changes shall occur without agreement of the City 

Council and the Trust. 
6. In all cases, the City Council has the right to accept or reject any Naming Rights request. 
7. The naming of Facility implies a promise that the specific facility will be maintained per the terms of the 

naming rights agreement.  If a change is unavoidable, then an alternative means of recognizing the 
donor or honoree shall be approved. 

8. All naming agreements will allow for modification of the naming if a future action or event occurs that 
will cause irreparable injury to Block 34, the Trust, the Stillwater community, the City Council or the City 
of Stillwater. In the event of un-naming a Facility, all procedures shall be in public and action shall be 
taken by the City Council upon recommendation by the Trust. 

9. The Trust shall maintain a record of all named Facilities and assets and provide a copy of such to the City 
Council annually. 

 
Naming Rights Criteria. 

1. It is expected that any Naming Rights request is approached cautiously with forethought and 
deliberation. 

2. To avoid duplication, confusing similarity or inappropriateness, the Trust shall review existing facility 
names, as applicable. 
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3. Consideration shall be given to geographic location, historical or cultural significance and natural or 
geological features. 

4. When a Facility to be named is being constructed, the address designation shall be used until the formal 
naming occurs. 

5. Whenever possible, naming shall be formalized prior to the completion and occupancy of the Facility. 
6. Facilities such as entire buildings, structures, and art pieces are only to be named with a significant gift 

or donation. 
7. Naming of all other Facilities is subject to the item being named, the amount gifted or donated, and 

consideration of other like named Facilities. 
8. Naming shall be for Facilities, outside spaces, or physical elements. 
9. Facilities may be named for an individual/s when:  

a. The individual/s enhanced the quality of life within the City of Stillwater; and 
b. If the individual/s is deceased, no less than two years has elapsed between the time of death of 

the individual/s and the request for Naming Rights. 
10. The individual/s for which a Facility is to be named shall have performed outstanding service in one or 

more of the following categories: 
a. Maintained involvement in a leadership role in civic organizations that are devoted to 

community improvement; 
b. Provided assistance to the underprivileged, economically disadvantaged, or physically and/or 

mentally impaired; 
c. Actively proposed and directed community events and activities that have clearly added to the 

enrichment of the quality and quantity of cultural life within the community; 
d. Actively promoted and implemented effective programs and activities for youth and seniors 

within the community; 
e. Assumed an active leadership role in developing and implementing programs directed to the 

improvement of the visual aesthetic appearance of the community; 
f. Assumed an active leadership role in developing programs and facilities directed toward the 

improvement of community social and health needs as well as programs directed toward 
humanitarian purposes; 

g. Engaged partners throughout the community. 
h. Actively promoted Stillwater and the downtown area. 

11. The business, corporation, legal entity, and the like for which a Facility is to be named shall exhibit: 
a. Name recognition outside of Stillwater and Oklahoma; 
b. Contribution to the increased employment of the area for a minimum of 10 consecutive years; 
c. Start-up or product creation in Stillwater; 
d. Actively promoting Stillwater and the downtown area throughout the region and their specific 

industry; 
e. Continued commitment to the betterment of Stillwater community through art, culture, 

education, recreation, sustainability, environmental stewardship, remembering history, and the 
like. 

 


